The Covenant of God: The Power of Agreement

Genesis 17:7

"I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you... to be your God and the God of your descendants after you."

Luke 22:20

"This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you."

What is a Covenant?

The word covenant comes from the Hebrew word berith (בְּרִית), meaning a binding agreement or solemn relationship established by oath. Unlike a contract, which is based on mutual benefit and can be terminated when obligations are not met, a biblical covenant is a sacred bond founded on commitment, faithfulness, and relationship.

Biblically, a covenant is God's initiated relationship with His people, where He declares His promises and invites His people to respond in faith and obedience.

Throughout Scripture, God's desire in every covenant is the same:

"I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you... to be your God."
— Genesis 17:7 (NIV)

At the heart of every covenant is God's desire to dwell with His people.

God Initiated the Covenant

The covenant with Abraham began with God's promise, not Abraham's performance.

God declared:

"I will be your God, and the God of your descendants."

This covenant was God's initiative. Abraham did not negotiate it or earn it. God graciously invited Abraham into a relationship founded on His own faithfulness.

Yet, every covenant invites a response.

A covenant may be initiated by one party, but it is entered into through agreement.

Abraham's Agreement Was Faith

Abraham's response was not perfection—it was faith.

"Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness."
— Genesis 15:6 (NIV)

Abraham agreed with God's promise before he ever saw its fulfillment.

His faith did not create the covenant; it embraced the covenant God had already established.

This teaches us an important principle:

Agreement is the posture that receives what God has promised.\

Agreement is the intentional alignment of our faith, heart, words, and actions with God's covenant, His promises, and His will.

The Limitation of the Old Covenant

Although God remained perfectly faithful, humanity repeatedly failed to uphold its covenant responsibilities because of sin.

The Old Covenant revealed God's holiness, but it also exposed humanity's inability to consistently walk in obedience.

As Hebrews explains:

"For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another."
— Hebrews 8:7 (NIV)

The issue was never God's promise.

The issue was humanity's inability.

Jesus Fulfilled the Covenant

God did not abandon His covenant.

Instead, He fulfilled it through His Son.

Jesus came as the true and perfect covenant partner.

He perfectly obeyed the Father where humanity had failed.

He fulfilled every righteous requirement of the Law and bore the penalty for our covenant-breaking.

At the Last Supper Jesus declared:

"This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you."
— Luke 22:20 (NIV)

The New Covenant is established through Christ's blood.

What humanity could never accomplish through its own strength, Jesus accomplished through His finished work.

The Power of Agreement Under the New Covenant

Today, our relationship with God is no longer sustained by our own ability to keep the covenant.

It is sustained by Christ's finished work.

Through His death and resurrection, Jesus fulfilled the Father's righteous requirements on our behalf.

Through the Holy Spirit, we are now empowered to live in agreement with what Christ has accomplished.

"For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose."
— Philippians 2:13 (NIV)

This is the beauty of the New Covenant.

God's promise remains the same:

"I will be your God."

But now our response is empowered by grace rather than hindered by sin.

Our "yes" to God is no longer based on human effort but on Christ's finished work and the indwelling Holy Spirit.

As Paul writes:

"For no matter how many promises God has made, they are 'Yes' in Christ. And so through him the 'Amen' is spoken by us to the glory of God."
— 2 Corinthians 1:20 (NIV)

God has already spoken His "Yes" through Jesus.

Our part is to respond with "Amen"—to live in faith-filled agreement with what Christ has already secured.


The covenant began with God's promise to Abraham:

"I will be your God."

It reached its fulfillment through the blood of Jesus.

Now, under the New Covenant, we no longer strive to qualify ourselves before God. Instead, we respond in faith, empowered by the Holy Spirit, walking in agreement with what Christ has already accomplished.

The covenant was initiated by the Father, fulfilled by the Son, and is lived out through the Holy Spirit. Our role is to continually say "Amen" to God's "Yes" by living in faith, obedience, and dependence on Him.

The covenant is not merely a promise to believe, but a relationship to walk in. The Father's promise, the Son's fulfillment, and the Spirit's empowerment invite our daily agreement.

Live in Agreement with the Covenant

God has already made His covenant.

The Father promised it.

The Son fulfilled it.

The Holy Spirit now empowers us to walk in it.

The question is not "Will God keep His covenant?" He already has.

The question is:

Will we live in agreement with it?

Agreement is more than believing with our minds; it is aligning our thoughts, words, decisions, and actions with what God has already declared to be true. In short a life that translates the covenant of God into life.

Every day we have the opportunity to say "Amen" to God's "Yes."
